S2K2           MAN'S  PLACT.  IN  TIIK  I'NIYKKSK
regions beyond it. Sunn* astronomer* appear to think ih/tt tlie.se regions may he nearly empty of star-., and I h;ue endeavoured to represent what .seems to be tin* gem-nil \ ie\v mi this very diili-cult subject in thf two diagram^- of th»' itrlbir universe nt p. «»)({, Thf regions beyond our cluster ami abmr or bi-lt>\\ the plain1 of tlu- Milky Way HIV thoie uhrrc th«- -.1112111 irrrsolvablc nflmln.' abound, and tlu-M* uuiy indu-ntr that MIU t'unuatiou is not yi»t active in thost* ivj^ions. Tlu- two «'hnrti of NfbuL'j- and Clnsters at tht- end of thf volunu* illustratr, an«i perhaps tt-nd t<» support this view.
noVlU.K ANU  MtT'l'tlTV. hTAU SVSTt'MN
Wf liavr already MTU, in our M\th rhnptrr, ht>w rapid and extraordinary has br<-n thf tliscjtvrry of what ar«- tt-ruu-d spvrtro-Kcopir binaries pnir^ of star-* *«t» rlmr to^i-tht-r a-« to appear like n single star in the mo-it puwrrfid trl« •^•tip«"1. The systt-tnatio Ki-nrch fi>r nueh ntarn lin^ <*nly tu-rn vurried on for a few yearn, yet so many hau* hern uhvmly found, und their inunbeis are in-t'reahing HO rapidly, an to tniite Mtartlr a'ttroiuuners. One of the chief worker* in this Hr}d, i*rofrs-.i>r Cnntpbtll of the Lick Ob.M'rvatnry* has stated hit ojnnitni that, as tteeuraey of jneanvjn'-nu'nt incn-HHt-H, tlu-w dineo^eries will jjju ins til! " the .ntar that is not a Kpcctroscopic binary «iU pnn«- to be the rare e\crption," —-and other ahtronouiers* of einiiu-ntv have e\pre«»**ed HJun'lar views. But thene rlose revolving star tysteujs are generally admitted to he out cjf the category of life producing Mint. The tidal dtHturhntuH's mutually produced tu\t*it be enonnous, and thin mu»t bt* inimical to the development t»f planrts, uulc.s.i they or in theght and heatve en-*M, Cnmillr KUmmarlon, in Jv*mrf«x/</fS .1utir,y one-ninth that of the earth, may probably allow it t.o possess a very rare atmosphere of oxygen and nitrogen, if those gases exist there, and this lack of density would render it unable to retain during the night the very moderate amount of heat it might, absorb during; the day. Tins conclusion is sup-                             •
